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Abstract

A Study on the Existence and Social Consciousness
in Ven. Beopjeong’s Poetry

Yeo, Tae-dong
(Ph.D. Candidate at Donghang Culture Univ.)

The purpose of this paper is to introduce the poetic world of Ven. Beopjeong
(1932~2010), who awakened the ‘Original Sound of Souls’ by living together in
our times. It is not well known to the world that Ven. Beopjeong, who delivered
clear and fragrant teachings to a society, wrote fifteen(15) poems.

Ven. Beopjeong, however, wrote tens of poems containing existential agony
from the early 1960s to the mid-1970s, and also wrote poems about participation
in resisting the absurdities of society. In the 1970s, he used to protest against the
Yushin(#fE#7) dictatorship and served as a representative figure of the Buddhist
community as well.

Ven. Beopjeong lived a public life in Gangwon(G#ft) and Seonwon(i#fz) at
Haeinsa-Temple after renouncing the world and learning the teachings of Buddha
by embracing his basic knowledge as a disciplinant. There, he learned °
Hwaeomgyeong (F45); from Ven. Unheo.

Ven. Beopjeong, dedicated to studying the “Forest of the Tripitaka®, graduated
from Haein Kangwon(#Fl#F¢) and went to Tongdosa Temple in 1960 to
participate in the compilation of "The Buddhist Dictionary..

Since moving to Seoul, Ven. Beopjeong left 14 poems in Daehan Buddhism
Newspaper, the predecessor of the Buddhist newspaper, from the early 1960s to
the 1970s. In the early 1960s, nature-friendly poetry was his main theme. There
were poems containing existential concerns in the mid-1960s.

In the late 1960s, Ven. Beopjeong’s poetic tendency changed once again, which
included social issues. It tended to add more melancholy beyond the traces of
existential concerns. Rather than an internal change of mind, this tendency seems
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to be a main factor in the psychological conflicts that came as a result of being
interested in social democratization and issues having happened from the 1960s
Korean society.

In the 1970s, the Park Chung-hee administration took a dictatorship after
declaring an emergency martial law in 1972 and passing the “the Yushin
Constitution” (#E#T#7%) on October 17 that year. On top of that, Ven. Beopjeong
showed a “participatory poet” who accused the grim reality of the time.

Generally, he has been known as an author who wrote his landmark essay
“Non—possession.” In the early 1960s, however, he wrote nature—friendly poems
and in the mid-1960s, decades of poems containing ontological troubles. In the
late 1960s and the early 1970s, he showed a face of ‘participatory poet’ tendency
for social democratization, which was revealed in recent years.

I hope that his poetic spirit will be widely recognized in our society, including
the Buddhist community, and various studies on the history of the Buddhist
democratization movement and his ideology will be conducted as well.
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